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To: Superintendents, Principals, and School Nurses 

 

From: Steve Balko, Director of School Building Security 

 

Date: October 15, 2021 

 

Subject: Hearing Screening Guidance for the 2021-2022 School Year 

 

Student hearing screening requirements remain in effect for all students in the first, fourth, 

seventh, and tenth grades for the 2021-2022 school year, including both in-person and virtual 

learners per Indiana law. Hearing screenings are required for all accredited public and accredited 

non-public schools for students in the required grades, as well as students transferring into the 

school corporation and students suspected of having a hearing defect.   

 

Although it is best practice to complete hearing screenings in the fall, Indiana law does not 

stipulate a specific date by which these annual screenings must be completed. Schools have until 

the end of the school year to complete the screening process. With safety procedure in place to 

conduct screenings during the COVID-19 pandemic, schools may begin to screen students at any 

time during the school year. 

 

If students will be virtual learners for the entire school year, schools will need to work with 

parents to develop a time when students can come to school to obtain their hearing screening. If 

written objection by the parent/guardian is submitted to the proper school authority, a student is 

not required to participate in the hearing screening. 

 

If a student is enrolled at one school, but attends another (due to programming), it is the 

responsibility of the enrolling school to ensure the mandated screenings are completed and the 

results are reported to the Indiana Department of Education via the School Health Report at the 

end of the school year.  

 

The following information, adapted from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, 

offers considerations for modifying existing school-based hearing screening practices during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  Each school setting is unique and not all strategies will be applicable in 

every setting.  Additionally, as mitigation strategies and requirements are subject to change, 

screeners should follow the mitigation strategies that are currently in place in their schools when 

the screening is conducted. 

 

Please contact Cheryl Coffey at ccoffey@doe.in.gov with any questions. 
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Guidance for School-based Hearing Screening  

During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
Planning 

• Consider moving screening location to a large, open space such as a library. Such a space 

would allow for minimum ambient noise while maintaining an open environment for air 

circulation. If such a space is not available, leave doors or windows open to increase air 

circulation. 

• If it is necessary for students to wait in line to be screened, ensure they are spaced 6-feet 

apart. Mark floors to provide a visual guide for maintaining 6-foot distancing while 

waiting in line. 

• Determine if the location enables separate entrance and exit doors. If possible, label doors 

clearly to ensure one-way foot traffic. 

• Identify the records that need to be maintained in the event contact tracing is required and 

request or create a template for managing documentation. 

• Because hearing screenings require specialized training, it may not be possible to train 

additional staff to perform screenings. Explore possible community partners to assist with 

hearing screenings. 

 

Hand Hygiene 

• Children must wash hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and water before and after 

screening. 

• Technicians must wash hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and water before 

screening, after any child contact, and at regular intervals throughout the day. Gloves 

may be worn during exams but use of gloves does not negate the need for hand hygiene 

before and after testing. 

• If soap and water are unavailable, hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol can be 

used. 

 

Face Coverings 

• Technicians and children should wear cloth face masks during screening. Technicians 

should not conduct hearing screenings if they cannot wear a mask. 

• Perform hand hygiene before putting on and after removing face masks. 

• To put children at ease, technician’s may consider wearing a badge or sign with a smiling 

photo of their face. 
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Cleaning the Screening Location 

• Ensure the physical location is cleaned and sanitized using EPA-registered disinfectants 

prior to use. 

• Clean surfaces using EPA-registered disinfectants. 

• Develop a schedule for increased routine cleaning and disinfection, with special attention 

paid to high-touch areas such as doorknobs and tabletops. 

• Sanitize chairs used during hearing screening between each use. Wash hands after 

sanitizing objects. Alternatively, students may stand for the screening. 

• Cleaning products should be secured and out of reach of children. 

• If pods or cohorts of students are used, clean and disinfect the screening area before 

children from another pod or cohort arrive. 

• When possible, have no-touch trash cans available. 

• Do not allow food, beverages, or personal items (bags, stuffed animals, books) in the 

screening room. 

 

Screening Instruments 

• Otoscope should be cleaned and disinfected after each use. 

• Otoscope specula should be disposed of after each use, as with normal practice. 

• Consider ordering disposable covers for headsets and earphones. If disposable covers are 

not available, headsets and earphones, including bands, should be cleaned and disinfected 

after each test. Headsets and earphones should be disinfected using an alcohol-free 

antiseptic solution. A quaternary ammonia compound or a hydrogen peroxide-based 

cleaner is recommended. Refer to this list of qualified disinfectants for specific products 

and their EPA registration numbers. More information can also be found on the list of 

EPA-registered disinfectants. 

• For play audiometry, have a large amount of equipment available. Equipment must be 

cleaned and disinfected after each use, so having a large amount available would reduce 

the need to clean as often. 

• Tympanometer probe tips must be cleaned and disinfected after each use. Refer to this list 

of qualified disinfectants for specific products and their EPA registration numbers. They 

can also be cleaned of visible soil by washing in a solution of warm water and a mild 

detergent/soap. To disinfect ear tips, soak tips in a 10% bleach solution not to exceed one 

hour. Be sure tips are dry before placing them on probe. More information can also be 

found on the list of EPA-registered disinfectants. 
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